
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

STARTING OVER 

I remember as a kid starting my first days of school and invariably some teacher would 
tell all of us we were starting over. We aƭƭ ƘŀŘ ά!ΩǎέΗ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǎƻǳƴŘŜŘ ǎƻ ƎƻƻŘΦ !Ωs for me it 
ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ lose ƻǇǘƛƳƛǎƳΦ ²ƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƛǘ ōŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻǾŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ нлноΦ L ƳŜŀƴ 
really start over. More than a calendar date but a fresh start. Paul wrote to the 
tƘƛƭƛǇǇƛŀƴǎΣ άCƻǊƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ōŜƘind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on 
toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ 
WŜǎǳǎέ όtƘƛƭΦ оΥмоōΣмпύΦ 

Lǘ ƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎΦ hƴŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜ 
satisfied with them. Instead allow them to encourage you to accomplish even greater 
ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ŀƭƭƻǿ ȅƻǳǊ Ǉŀǎǘ ǘǊƛǳƳǇƘǎ ǘƻ Ǌƻō ȅƻǳ ƻŦ ŜǾŜƴ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ǾƛŎǘƻǊƛŜǎΦ DƻŘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ 
has other mountains to conquer and greater vistas to see! 

Likewise, do not allow your past failures to hold you back. They act like a heavy load to 
Ǉǳƭƭ ŀ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊ ŘƻǿƴΦ !ƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƛƴƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŦŜƭƭ ǎƘƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƭƻǊȅ ƻŦ DƻŘέ όwƻƳΦ оΥноύΦ !ǎƪ 
God to forgive you and move on! The past is over. Mistakes have been made. You are 
your worst critic. He has forgiven ȅƻǳ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƳŜ ŎƭŜŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳΦ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά.ŜƘƻƭŘ 
L ƳŀƪŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƴŜǿέ όwŜǾΦ нΥрύΦ ! ƴŜǿ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ŀƭƭƻǿ Satan to rob 
you and discourage you. Take back what he has stolen from you this year. Move forward 
in faith. Remember to whom you belong. 

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Mitch 

***************************************************************************************

THE UNITED METHODIST MEN 
 

Christmas Greetings from the United Methodist Men! We will be deciding on a new 

name for our group in the near future. 
We had a working meeting this morning as about 12 chefs prepared breakfast for 

Breakfast with Santa. A good crowd turned out to see the jolly old elf as 25 pounds of 

pancake and waffle mix was prepared, along with a lot of sausage. 
As we were working, we unfortunately found out that our long-time member, brother, 

and friend, Steve Long, was called home to be with the Lord. If God didnôt have the 

ultimate plan for him this morning, no doubt he would have been there with us (and still 

was in spirit). Son-in-law, Dustin Hobbs, is our president, and our prayers and love go 

out to Molly and family. 
Our next meeting will be announced, and we invite all men of the church to join us. 
We want to wish everyone a Very Blessed and Merry Christmas! 
Rick Griffin reporting 
December 11, 2022 
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Date:  December 11, 2022 

 

Center United Methodist Church Administrative Board Meeting 

 

The board met with 24 members present. Scottie Anderson opened the meeting with scripture and prayer. The meeting 

was called to order.  The November minutes were reviewed, and Marlene Wood made a motion to accept the minutes. 

The motion was seconded by Clifton Beck. A vote was held, and the motion carried. Marlene presented the November 

financial report. Karen Tysinger made a motion to accept the November financial report. The motion was seconded by 

Chris Craver. A vote was held, and the motion carried.   

 

Old Business-N/A 

 

Committee Reports ï 

Council on Ministries-Karen Tysinger reported the planning meeting had been held and the first quarter for 2023 was on 

the church calendar. Mitch Wilson made the motion for 2023 we grandfather family functions for those who have a 

standing reservation and for those outside groups if the outside group will call the office. The motion was seconded by 

Kristy York. A vote was held, and the motion carried.  

Youth ï Kaitlyn Berrier reported youth basketball has started. A group will be attending a team building event in early 

January. The youth had a successful chicken stew and yard sale. They asked for prayer for Kaitlyn on her Rwanda trip, 

her husband and daughter, and the youth leaders in her absence. Deena Tolley reported on the successful canned goods 

food drive in which the youth recently participated. 

Health and Welfare- No report 

Parsonage-No report 

Staff Parrish- Gray Boger expressed his concerns regarding there are no volunteers in our nurseries during Sunday 

School/services. Tina Fulcher is looking at some options.  

Children -Tina Fulcher reported the Breakfast with Santa event had a great turnout with a minimum of 196 kids and lots 

of volunteers.  The Childrenôs Christmas Play will be next Sunday, December 18.  The kids will enjoy a Happy Birthday 

Jesus party during Sunday school on December 18.  

Evangelism ï Mitch Wilson reported we have had at least 19 visitors the past two Sundays. Mitch will send them notes. 

Worship- Reida Snyder reported the Love Feast service and Lighting of the tree service were great. Our Christmas 

services have been well-attended and thanks to all who helped. 

Trustees-Gary Brinkley reported the stairway has been painted. The Christmas tree has been decorated. The CFC gutter 

has been repaired. Jason York is continuing to work on the CFC lights. The sanctuary spot lights have been replaced. 

Reports on water in the youth room are being investigated. 

School Committee ï Jeff Mendenhall reported the next meeting will be December 12. He has created an affordability 

proposal and would like for the board to vote in January whether the church will proceed with the school. Kaitlyn Berrier 

commented on the need for Christian education in our area. 

 

New Business- N/A 

 

Mitch Wilson reported ñ40 Days of Communityò which is a small group ministry will begin on January 8. Our Sunday 

school attendance numbers are rising.  

 

Joys and Concerns ï Ashley Johnson reported her dad is doing better after a procedure. Rocky Hedrick asked we pray 

for our youth.  Also, he asked we pray for the Longs and Thrifts in the recent losses. 

Mitch closed the meeting with prayer.  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Scottie Anderson, Chairperson 

Kathy Hamilton, Recording Secretary 

 

 

 



 

CHILDRENõS MOMENT ROTATION FOR JANUARY , 202 3 

January  1  ð Tina Fulcher  

January 8 ð American Heritage Girls   

January 15 ð Angie Leonard  

January 22 ð Rev. Warren Miller  

January 29 - Dawn Essic k  

  

 

 

ACOLYTE                                                  BIBLE BEARER  

January 1           Emma Fowler                                                      River Tidwell            

January 8           Katlyn Leonard                                                   Marley McMahan                                                              

January 15         Sam Thanos                                                         Michael Thanos                    

January 22         Ervin Hobbs                                                         Leland Hobbs      

January 29         Micah Hollingsworth                                          River Tidwell  

                  

 

GREETERS FOR JANUARY  

January 1     Mark  and Barbara Cross ; Butch Wood  

January 8     Pete  and  Rita Jones ; Ashley, Autumn  and Isabelle Johnson     

January 15  Michael Griffin ; Larry  and Hannah Bailey   

January 22   Donald  and Kathy Hamilton ; Robert  and Lisa Bates   

January 29   Richard and Terri Bates; Cindy Leonard  

 

************************************ **********************************************************************     
 

 

     
 

Pickinô & Grinninô at Center 

 

Come join us for an evening of Pickinô & Grinninô  

in the Christian Fellowship Center on 

 

Thursday, January 26, at 7:00 PM 
 

A Hotdog Meal will be sold for $6 starting at 6:00 pm 

The Offering this month will be given to: 

Genesis House 



 

TAKE TIME TO PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING:    
(Any updates should be sent to the church office with a brief explanation and will be shared in our  

monthly newsletter) 
 

Cameron Bates (Son of Shannon & Patti Bates) ï Hodgkinôs Lymphoma 

Eddie Beck (Kay Beckôs Son) ï Receiving treatment for cancer 

Teresa Beck (Eddie Beckôs wife and Kay Beckôs daughter-in-law), has been diagnosed with bone marrow cancer.  

Martha Berrier (Gray  Bogerôs Mother) ï Cancer surgery January 9 

Andy Brown (Lynn & Sylvia Upchurchôs son-in-law) ï Waiting on a kidney transplant 

Amy Canter (Gray & Barbara Bogerôs Niece) ïRecently diagnosed with cervical cancer 

Edie Carlson ï Recovering at home from recent surgery 

Shirley Craver ï Serious heart issues 

Sylvia Craver ï Recovering from recent fall in garage  

Kim Dorton ï Chronic kidney disease 

Alice Dunn (Angie Leonardôs Mother)-Recently diagnosed with stage 4 non small cell lung cancer 

Garret Fine (Barbara Johnsonôs Son) ï Possible cancer 

Susan Fulford (Billie Taylorôs Sister) ï Moved to Bermuda Village 

Marichu Hendrix (Natalie Popeôs Sister & Ashley Snyderôs Aunt)-Plantar Fasciitis 

Gavin Hill ï Recent PET Scan is clear     

Brad Hutchins ï Heart issues 

Hudson Koontz ï Long term health problems being closely monitored by his doctors  

Barry Leonard ï Heart issues 

Kim Leonard ï Upcoming surgery  

Mike Leonard ïRecovering from recent surgery 

Mary Sue Martin ï At Grayson Creek, Room 414  

Cara Martinez ï Battling Stage 3 Hodgkinôs Lymphoma 

Jewel McDade ï At River Landing, Sandy Ridge with health and mental issues 

Bill Minter ï At  Westchester Manor, Room 102  

Frances Phillips ï Blood pressure issues 

Mike Ramsey (Billie Taylorôs Husband) ï Recovering from surgery 

Dale Robbins ï On going health problems 

Linda Russ ï Health issues 

Jean Sink ï Recent hospital stay after falling  

Randy Story ï Recovering at home with major health problems  

Darlene Thompson ï Continuing cancer treatments and the passing of James   

Bonnie Von Stein ï Hospitalized with blood clots 

Hayley Stancel Wiley (Barry & Erickia  Leonardôs Niece) - Seriously ill with cancer. She has 2 young children.    

Jane Zimmerman (Lucinda Blackôs Mother) ï Under hospice care 

 

Military: Dylan Coleman in Georgia  

                 Madison Brauser ï US Air Force at Spokane, Washington  

                 Aaron Lineberry  
 

 

 

 

MISSION OFFERING  
First Sunday ï Community Mission Offering 

Second Sunday - Macaroni & Cheese and Sugar Offering 

Third & Fourth Sundays  - Breakfast Cereal for Greater Things Outreach Center 

Fifth Sunday ï Crisis Ministry Cash Offering 

 

 



 

40 DAYS OF COMMUNITY  

SMALL GROUP HOST  

 

First Meeting is January 8, 2023  

 
God may be calling YOU to be a small group host, but you are not so sure what this role entails. Read the  

following and then decide if you can open your heart and home to a small group.  

H ave a heart for people -care for them  

Open your home -one night a week for six weeks  

Serve some simple snack -it doesnõt need to be much! 

T ell your friends -invite them to join y our group.  

But...What if...????  

1.  Hosts donõt need to be Bible experts of experienced ministry leaders. 

2.  Hosts donõt need to spend hours in preparation for the study. How hard is it to put a DVD in the DVD 

player and turn on the television??  

3.  Hosts donõt make a long -term commitment.  

4.  Hosts donõt have to facilitate the discussion; if you will open your home, weõll find a facilitator to 

help.  

WE NEED HOSTS! YOU SHOULD  

 JOIN IN THIS CAMPAIGN!  

 
  



 

PUPPET SHOW ï JANUARY 15, 2023  

GOOD NEWS CREW  
(FROM TYRO UNITED METH ODIST CHURCH)  

AT  

CENTER CHURCH OF WELCOME  

186 CENTER CHURCH ROAD  

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP CENTER  

MEAL AT 5:00 PM  

PUPPET SHOW AT 6:00 PM  

 

 
 

 

FUN FOR ALL AGES ï YOUNG AND OLD  
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Center Church  of Welcome  
186 Center Church Road  

Office: 336 -731 -6616  Church Fax: 336 -731 -0251                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Rise and Shine Service (Parking Lot)        8:30 AM  

Drive In Service; tune your radio to 93.5 FM  
Center ed Service (Christian Fellowship Center) 9 :00 AM  

Sunday School for All Ages 10:00 AM  
Traditional Center Service ( Sanctuary ) 11:10 AM  

 
WORSHIP WILL BE STREAMED EACH WEEK! 

CHECK OUT FACEBOOK AND YOUTUBE òCENTER UNITED METHODIST 

WELCOMEó! 

 

 
On line giving is available for your convenience.  www.centermethodistwelcome.org , or 

pull up the giving app ògiveplusó or mail to:  
CUMC, PO Box 179, Welcome, NC 27374 

 

ON  JANUARY  9, 2023, A 

SERIES ON 40 DAYS OF 

COMMUNITY  WILL BEGIN.  

THIS SERIES IS FOCUSED 

ON DEVELOPING SMALL 

GROUPS.  
 

http://www.centermethodistwelcome.org/

